STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING

BETWEEN THE

CAPITAL AREA DISTRICT OF THE 

AMATEUR RADIO EMERGENCY SERVICES

AND THE

CAPITAL AREA CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN RED CROSS

PURPOSE

The purpose of this Statement of Understanding is to establish a working relationship between the Capital Area District of the Amateur Radio Emergency Services and the Capital Area Chapter of the American Red Cross in planning and preparing for, responding to, recovering from and mitigating disasters. The agreement sets forth the broad framework for cooperation between the two organizations in rendering assistance and service to victims of disasters in the area covered by the Capital Area Chapter of the American Red Cross. 

DEFINITION OF A DISASTER

A disaster is an occurrence such as hurricane, tornado, flood, tidal wave, fire, explosion, building collapse, commercial transportation wreck or situation that causes human suffering or creates human needs that victims cannot alleviate without emergency assistance.

DISASTER RELIEF

Disaster relief refers to emergency assistance to persons who are deprived of the essential life needs because of a disaster. The purpose of providing such relief is to assist these persons with the basic needs of life until they begin their recovery process.

TYPES OF DISASTER RELIEF

The type of services that the two entities will provide to disaster victims are:

Communications

Damage Assessment 

METHODS OF COOPERATION

Cooperation and coordination between the two entities of this Statement of  Understanding in planning and preparing for, responding to, recovering from and mitigating disasters is agreed to as follows:

The Capital Area Chapter will conduct an ongoing Disaster Services Training Course offering for the Capital Area District of the Amateur Radio Emergency Services. This offering will include the following Disaster Services Training Courses:

Introduction to Disaster Services

Damage Assessment I

The Capital Area District of the Amateur Radio Emergency Services will have a representative at the Capital Area Chapter's Emergency Operations Center during Disaster Relief Operations to recruit and coordinate volunteers from the Capital Area District of the Amateur Radio Emergency Services to assist the Capital Area Chapter during Disaster Relief Operations.

The Capital Area District of the Amateur Radio Emergency Services will encourage its membership to become members of the American Red Cross Disaster Services Human Resource (DSHR) System in the Communications Function so its members can take advantage of the State of Florida Disaster Leave Law.

The Capital Area District of the Amateur Radio Emergency Services will make its communications van available to the Capital Area Chapter during Disaster Relief Operations.

STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING MODIFICATION

This Statement of Understanding can be modified at any time that both entities agree on the modifications and such modifications are reduced to writing and made an addendum to this statement.
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